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Franz practices in the Environmental, Municipal, Expropriation and Regulatory group, with
a focus on environmental compliance and disputes, municipal planning, and land 
acquisition and expropriation.

Franz assists and represents individuals and corporations relating to various disputes including contractual, 

regulatory compliance, environmental prosecutions and tort claims. He also acts in an advisory capacity assisting

with mandatory and voluntary regulatory filings and environmental due diligence in support of BLG’s transactional

related work.

Prior to pursuing a career in law, Franz worked in the aerospace engineering and environmental science fields. 

As an environmental scientist, Franz assisted with the completion of both regulatory and due diligence 

Environmental Site Assessments, as well as assisted with the completion of Human Health and Ecological Health

Risk Assessments used in support of filing Records of Site Conditions (RSCs) pursuant to O. Reg. 153/04 

promulgated under the Environmental Protection Act (ON). Specifically, Franz has a deep understanding of 

subsurface processes as it relates to contaminant, fate and transport and remediation of contaminated lands. In 

addition, Franz has experience litigating and advising clients about endangered species matters under the 

federal Species at Risk Act and Ontario’s Endangered Species Act.

Franz’ combination of academic and professional experiences in environmental science provides him with unique

technical insights into environmental law. Franz offers practical solutions to complex litigation, regulatory and 

transactional challenges that are always informed by both the science and law.
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Experience

 Counsel to environmental consulting firm and consultant in an action involving the discovery of 

environmental contaminants on an industrial property. The claims were settled during mediation.

 Counsel to polystyrene manufacturer regarding an appeal to environmental orders and amendments to 

various regulatory approvals. 

 Counsel to company in successful appeal of conviction under the Endangered Species Act before the 

Ontario Superior Court of Justice and Ontario Court of Appeal. 

 Counsel to company relating to the discharge of expanded polystyrene foam particles and charges laid 

under the Provincial Offences Act and Environmental Protection Act. 

 

 
 
 
 

Insights & Events

 Author, "Ontario aims to overhaul regulatory requirements for critical infrastructure and mining projects 

under Bill 5", BLG Article, May 2025

 Author, "Canada’s mandatory PFAS reporting deadline: Be cautious relying on prior compliance", BLG 

Article, January 2025

 Author, "Canada’s proposals for implementing a modernized CEPA", BLG Article, November 2024

 Author, "The latest proposed amendments to excess soil regulation in Ontario", BLG Article, October 

2024

 Author, "Climate related disasters, claims and human rights", BLG Article, October 2023

 Co-author, “The Right to a Clean, Healthy, and Sustainable Environment: A High-Level International 

Perspective”, Forum on Environmental Law, January, 2023

 Co-author, “The Never-Ending Abyss of Litigation Privilege in Environmental Law”, Forum on 

Environmental Law, July, 2022

Beyond Our Walls

Professional Involvement

 Member, Law Society of Ontario

 Member, Canadian Bar Association

 Member, The Advocates’ Society

 Member, Toronto Lawyers Association

Community Involvement

 Preliminary Round Judge, 2024 Willms & Shier Environmental Law Moot

 Volunteer, Lawyers Feed the Hungry (Law Society of Ontario)

 Mentor, Federation of Asian Canadian Lawyers (Ontario)

Awards & Recognition

 Recognized in the 2025 edition of The Best Lawyers in Canada™ (Environmental Law)



Bar Admission & Education

 Ontario, 2022

 LLM in Energy and Infrastructure Law, Osgoode Hall Law School, 2022

 JD, Bond University, 2020

 Graduate Certificate in Environmental Management and Assessment, Niagara College, 2017

 BSc (Honours) in Environmental Science and Geography, McMaster University, 2016
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BLG  |  Canada’s Law Firm

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal advice for 

domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm. With over 725 lawyers,

intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of businesses and institutions across 

Canada and beyond – from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing, and trademark & patent registration.
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