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Gilbert Hourani provides litigation defence services to Canadian and foreign insurers 
carrying on business in Canada and in the U.S. With an extensive background in 
insurance and construction law and civil litigation, his practice focuses on professional 
liability of general and specialized contractors and engineering firms. This extends to 
providing clients strategic legal advisory services with respect to risk management and 

insurance coverage. 

With over 30 years of experience, Gilbert represents public and private entities of all sizes, and brings specialized

knowledge with respect to insurance defence and risk management for professional and financial indemnity and 

general line programs underwritten in Canada.

His clients include several Lloyds of London Syndicates holding a Canadian book of business, managing general 

agencies and Canadian cover holders, and most of the Canadian TPA outfits leading casualty and property 

programs in Canada for Underwriters, Société mutuelle d’assurance, Groupe Promutuel Fédération des sociétés 

mutuelles d’assurance générale, HUB International, Arthur J. Gallagher, April Canada, GPL Assurances, RSA, 

Economical Insurance Group, Allianz and others. Gilbert is also regularly appointed by large insureds in COC 

claims, notably WSP Canada Inc. and SNC-Lavalin Inc.

Gilbert is often called upon to speak at conferences and actively engages within the industry, particularly as a 

member of the Barreau du Québec. His ongoing involvement includes roles on various committees such as the 

one for continuing education, and as chair of the annual insurance law seminar. 
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Insights & Events

 5 more insurance industry trends: Product recall, municipal, cargo and business interruption insurance, 

BLG Perspective, November 2021

 Author, "Business interruption insurance in Canada: Québec dentists denied claims", BLG Article, 

September 2021

 Co-Author, " Volume 505 - Développements récents en droit des assurances," (French only), Case law 

review 2019-2021, Barreau du Québec, December 2021

 Author, "Commentaires sur le droit des assurances — Textes législatifs et réglementaires, notamment 

"L’interrogatoire statutaire : légitime, pertinent et toujours d’actualité"", 2nd edition, LexisNexis Canada 

inc., Montréal, 2011

 Author, "Les Éditions Yvon Blais Inc. in Développements récents en droit des assurances for the 

Québec Bar Annual Convention on Insurance Law," 2003

 Author, conference proceedings from the Québec Bar Association's Insurance Law annual conference, 

published periodically sine 2003 in "Développements récents en droit des assurances", Les Éditions 

Yvon Blais inc.

Beyond Our Walls

Professional Involvement

 McGill Mock Trials Trainer and Judge, McGill University Faculty of Law, 2023-2025

 Academic Associate, Insurance Law course, McGill University Faculty of Law, Fall Term 2020

 Continuing Education Committee, Barreau du Québec

 Annual Insurance Law Conference, Barreau du Québec

 Legal Advisor in Canada for the London Market Association Canadian Sub-group (LMA - BASCG)

Community Involvement

 Member, Fondation Centre de cancérologie Charles-Bruneau at the Centre hospitalier universitaire 

Sainte-Justine

 Member, Board of Directors, Collège Beaubois, elementary and secondary sectors

Awards & Recognition

 Recognized in the 2025 edition (and since 2013) of The Best Lawyers in Canada (Insurance Law)

 Recognized in the 2025 edition (and since 2023) of Benchmark Litigation Canada as a Litigation Star 

(Insurance)

 Recognized in the 2025 edition (and since 2021) of The Canadian Legal Lexpert® Directory (Litigation - 

Commercial Insurance) and in the 2025 edition and since 2024 (Litigation - Product Liability).

 Recognized in the 2024 edition (and since 2022) of Lexpert Special Edition: Litigation.

 Recognized as a 2023 Thomson Reuters Stand-out Lawyer

 Winner at the Client Choice Awards 2019 and recognized for exceptional service and prowess in the 

Insurance category in Québec

https://edoctrine.caij.qc.ca/developpements-recents/505/c-1e8929fd-af39-4947-8db7-92e5b03b9ec6


 Laureate of the Chambre de commerce et d'industrie Canada-Liban 2019 annual gala in the 

Professional Services category

Bar Admission & Education

 Québec, 1994

 LLB, Université de Montréal

 Specialized Graduate Diploma in Commercial Law (DESS), Université de Montréal

 Private International Law, student program, The Hague Academy of International Law
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BLG  |  Canada’s Law Firm

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal advice for 

domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm. With over 725 lawyers,

intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of businesses and institutions across 

Canada and beyond – from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing, and trademark & patent registration.
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