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The Ontario government has launched an automated commercial motor vehicles
(ACMVSs) pilot program. The program aims to evaluate the performance of ACMVSs,
understand their compatibility with existing road users and infrastructure, and assess
opportunities for improving road safety and support the trucking sector.

The pilot program will run until August 1, 2035. It is designed for commercial vehicles
that weigh more than 4,500 kg and are equipped with automated driving systems that
meet the SAE International’s J3016 standard for Level 3, 4, or 5 autonomy.

Two streams

There are two distinct categories of testing:

o Driver-supervised stream : a driver must be present in the driver’s seat and be
prepared to engage and take control of the vehicle as necessary.

o Driverless stream : no driver is present in the vehicle’s driver seat. An assistant,
located either inside the vehicle or at a different location in Ontario, must be
ready to provide oversight of the ACMV.

Qualifications

Participants in the program must meet one of the three criteria:

1. have at least 2 years of experience with a “Satisfactory-unaudited” carrier safety
rating and be partnered with another carrier that has at least 5 years of
experience and a similar carrier safety rating; or

2. have at least 3 years of experience with an “Excellent-audited” carrier safety
rating; or

3. have at least 5 years of experience with a “Satisfactory-unaudited” carrier safety
rating.

In addition to the above, participants must maintain a minimum of $10 million in public
liability insurance coverage.
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Application process

To participate in the program, applicants must submit an application package which can_
be downloaded here. The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) will review the application
and contact the applicant to discuss next steps for developing a custom graduated
testing framework with performance milestones that are relevant to the applicant’s
technology and operational use case.

Once the framework has been approved, participants will receive a signed copy of the
approval package. A signed copy of the approval package must be kept in all vehicles
participating in the pilot program at all times.

The program

The full program conditions can be found here and include but are not limited to the
following:

o ACMVs must operate exclusively along MTO-approved routes in a manner that
does not cause damage to highway infrastructure, including avoiding interference
with curbs, lights or other highway fixtures. The carrier is liable for any damage to
highway infrastructure.

e ACMV must clearly display signs with the text “TEST VEHICLE - STAY BACK” on
both the front and rear of all vehicles. These signs must meet the specifications
outlined in the program conditions so that they are highly visible on the road
during both day and night.

« ACMV must be equipped with a functioning and accurate electronic on-board
device that records speed, time and date at regular intervals not exceeding five
minutes in length. Data from this device must be retained for at least two years
and capable of producing a report indicating the vehicle’s speed at specified
dates and times.

« ACMVs must not carry any regulated dangerous goods requiring placards on the
vehicle exterior. ACMVs must not carry livestock or special provision loads.

o Participants must notify MTO via email within 24 hours following any collision or
other incident that disrupts traffic or damages property (for example, ACMV stops
in the middle of the road and blocks traffic, mounts curb or sidewalk, or damages
a sign).

e Participants must inform MTO in advance and obtain approval for their intended
testing, including the date of travel, estimated time range, origin/destination
locations, the section of highway for intended travel (interchange to interchange)
and the expected duration of automated mode operation.

o Participants must engage all local municipalities where they intend to
test ACMVs, specifying the proposed locations and times for testing.

Throughout the 10-year pilot, MTO will assess data and information from on-road testing
of ACMVs, engage stakeholders, and make amendments to the pilot framework if
required.

Par

Martin _Abadi, Raymond Ashurov


https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/on00778
https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/on00778
https://www.ontario.ca/page/automated-commercial-motor-vehicle-pilot-program-conditions
https://www.blg.com/fr/people/a/abadi-martin
https://www.blg.com/fr/people/a/ashurov-raymond

BLG

Services

Transports

BLG | Vos avocats au Canada

Borden Ladner Gervais s.ENN.CR.L, SRL. (BLG) est le plus grand cabinet d’avocats canadien véritablement
multiservices. A ce titre, il offre des conseils juridiques pratiques a des clients d’ici et dailleurs dans plus de
domaines et de secteurs que tout autre cabinet canadien. Comptant plus de 725 avocats, agents de propriété
intellectuelle et autres professionnels, BLG répond aux besoins juridiques d’entreprises et d’institutions au pays
comme a I'étranger pour ce qui touche les fusions et acquisitions, les marchés financiers, les différends et le
financement ou encore I'enregistrement de brevets et de marques de commerce.

blg.com

Bureaux BLG

Calgary Ottawa Vancouver

Centennial Place, East Tower World Exchange Plaza 1200 Waterfront Centre
520 3rd Avenue S.W. 100 Queen Street 200 Burrard Street
Calgary, AB, Canada Ottawa, ON, Canada Vancouver, BC, Canada
T2P OR3 K1P 1J9 V7X 1T2

T 403.232.9500 T 613.237.5160 T 604.687.5744

F 403.266.1395 F 613.230.8842 F 604.687.1415
Montréal Toronto

1000, rue De La Gauchetiere Ouest Bay Adelaide Centre, East Tower

Suite 900 22 Adelaide Street West

Montréal, QC, Canada Toronto, ON, Canada

H3B 5H4 M5H 4E3

T 514.954.2555 T 416.367.6000

F 514.879.9015 F 416.367.6749

Les présents renseignements sont de nature générale et ne sauraient constituer un avis juridique, ni un énoncé complet de la Iégislation
pertinente, ni un avis sur un quelconque sujet. Personne ne devrait agir ou s’abstenir d’agir sur la foi de ceux-ci sans procéder a un examen
approfondi du droit apres avoir soupesé les faits d’une situation précise. Nous vous recommandons de consulter votre conseiller juridique si
vous avez des questions ou des préoccupations particulieres. BLG ne garantit aucunement que la teneur de cette publication est exacte, a
jour ou compléte. Aucune partie de cette publication ne peut étre reproduite sans I'autorisation écrite de Borden Ladner Gervais sEN.CR.L,
s.R.L. Si BLG vous a envoyé cette publication et que vous ne souhaitez plus la recevoir, vous pouvez demander a faire supprimer vos
coordonnées de nos listes d’envoi en communiquant avec nous par courriel a desabonnement@blg.com ou en modifiant vos préférences
d’abonnement dans blg.com/fr/about-us/subscribe. Si vous pensez avoir regu le présent message par erreur, veuillez nous écrire a
communications@blg.com. Pour consulter la politique de confidentialité de BLG relativement aux publications, rendez-vous sur
blg.com/fr/ProtectionDesRenseignementsPersonnels.

© 2025 Borden Ladner Gervais sEN.CR.L, SR.L. Borden Ladner Gervais est une société a responsabilité limitée de I'Ontario.


https://www.blg.com/fr/services/industries/transportation
http://www.blg.com/fr/
mailto:desabonnement@blg.com
https://www.blg.com/fr/about-us/subscribe
mailto:communications@blg.com
http://www.blg.com/fr/ProtectionDesRenseignementsPersonnels
http://www.blg.com/fr/ProtectionDesRenseignementsPersonnels
http://www.blg.com/fr/ProtectionDesRenseignementsPersonnels
http://www.blg.com/fr/ProtectionDesRenseignementsPersonnels
http://www.blg.com/fr/ProtectionDesRenseignementsPersonnels



