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In Ontario, all drivers are required to meet basic medical and vision standards in order to
operate a motor vehicle. Physicians and optometrists have long been required by law to 
report certain persons who suffer from conditions that may make it dangerous for that 
person to operate a motor vehicle.

On July 1, 2018, amendments to the medical reporting requirements under the Highway 
Traffic Act and associated regulations came into effect. The amendments bring a 
number of significant changes to the reporting regime, including the addition of nurse 
practitioners and occupational therapists and the clarification of medical conditions that 
require reporting.

Notable Changes

Firstly, nurse practitioners are now included alongside physicians and optometrists in 
the list of "prescribed persons" with mandatory reporting requirements.

Secondly, the amendments include a fairly broad list of prescribed medical conditions, 
functional impairments, and visual impairment that nurse practitioners and physicians 
must report. These prescribed conditions include certain cognitive impairments, sudden 
incapacitations, motor or sensory impairments, visual impairments, substance abuse 
disorders, and psychiatric illnesses. Optometrists are only required to report with respect
to visual impairments. Previously, mandatory reporting obligations were merely based 
on the subjective opinions of practitioners that a person was suffering from a condition 
"that may make it dangerous for the person to operate a motor vehicle."

The amendments also create a completely new category for discretionary reporting, 
whereby prescribed persons which include physicians, nurse practitioners, optometrists,
and occupational therapists (OTs), may report a person who "in the opinion of the 
prescribed person, has or appears to have a medical condition, functional impairment or
visual impairment that may make it dangerous for the person to operate a motor 
vehicle." The amendments therefore make it mandatory for nurse practitioners, 
physicians, and optometrists to report impairments on the prescribed list of conditions, 
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but discretionary for the above listed practitioners and OTs to report illnesses arising 
from any other type of condition.

New, standardized reporting forms have also been introduced. Physicians, nurse 
practitioners, and OTs must use the two-page 

Par

Anna  Marrison, Elizabeth  Creelman

Services

Soins de santé et sciences de la vie

____________________________________________________________________________________

BLG  |  Vos avocats au Canada

Borden Ladner Gervais S.E.N.C.R.L., S.R.L. (BLG) est le plus grand cabinet d’avocats canadien véritablement 

multiservices. À ce titre, il offre des conseils juridiques pratiques à des clients d’ici et d’ailleurs dans plus de 

domaines et de secteurs que tout autre cabinet canadien. Comptant plus de 725 avocats, agents de propriété 

intellectuelle et autres professionnels, BLG répond aux besoins juridiques d’entreprises et d’institutions au pays 

comme à l’étranger pour ce qui touche les fusions et acquisitions, les marchés financiers, les différends et le 

financement ou encore l’enregistrement de brevets et de marques de commerce.

blg.com

Bureaux BLG

Calgary

Centennial Place, East Tower
520 3rd Avenue S.W.
Calgary, AB, Canada
T2P 0R3

T 403.232.9500
F 403.266.1395

Ottawa

World Exchange Plaza
100 Queen Street
Ottawa, ON, Canada
K1P 1J9

T 613.237.5160
F 613.230.8842

Vancouver

1200 Waterfront Centre
200 Burrard Street
Vancouver, BC, Canada
V7X 1T2

T 604.687.5744
F 604.687.1415

Montréal

1000, rue De La Gauchetière Ouest
Suite 900
Montréal, QC, Canada
H3B 5H4

T 514.954.2555
F 514.879.9015

Toronto

Bay Adelaide Centre, East Tower
22 Adelaide Street West
Toronto, ON, Canada
M5H 4E3

T 416.367.6000
F 416.367.6749

https://www.blg.com/fr/people/m/marrison-anna
https://www.blg.com/fr/people/_deactive/c/creelman-elizabeth
https://www.blg.com/fr/services/industries/health-care-life-sciences
http://www.blg.com/fr/


3

Les présents renseignements sont de nature générale et ne sauraient constituer un avis juridique, ni un énoncé complet de la législation 

pertinente, ni un avis sur un quelconque sujet. Personne ne devrait agir ou s’abstenir d’agir sur la foi de ceux-ci sans procéder à un examen 

approfondi du droit après avoir soupesé les faits d’une situation précise. Nous vous recommandons de consulter votre conseiller juridique si 

vous avez des questions ou des préoccupations particulières. BLG ne garantit aucunement que la teneur de cette publication est exacte, à 

jour ou complète. Aucune partie de cette publication ne peut être reproduite sans l’autorisation écrite de Borden Ladner Gervais S.E.N.C.R.L., 

S.R.L. Si BLG vous a envoyé cette publication et que vous ne souhaitez plus la recevoir, vous pouvez demander à faire supprimer vos 

coordonnées de nos listes d’envoi en communiquant avec nous par courriel à desabonnement@blg.com  ou en modifiant vos préférences 

d’abonnement dans blg.com/fr/about-us/subscribe. Si vous pensez avoir reçu le présent message par erreur, veuillez nous écrire à 

communications@blg.com. Pour consulter la politique de confidentialité de BLG relativement aux publications, rendez-vous sur 

blg.com/fr/ProtectionDesRenseignementsPersonnels.
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