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Ontario has a new proposed pilot program for testing automated vehicles on Ontario’s 
public roads. While the initial program commenced in 2016 was restricted to non-
commercial automated vehicles (such as passenger vehicles, light-duty delivery 
trucks/vans, and small shuttles), the Ministry of Transportation of Ontario (MTO) 
announced on Oct. 16, 2024 a 10-year pilot project called Framework for an Automated 
Commercial Motor Vehicles (ACMV). The new ACMV project is designed for commercial
vehicles weighing 4,500 Kg or more to be tested on Ontario’s public roads. The MTO 
has published the details of the new framework in a draft document and has invited all 
stakeholders and interested parties to submit comments by Nov. 14, 2024. 

Here is link to the draft and here is a link to more information on the program.

Policy objectives include supporting the safe adoption of automated vehicles to improve 
road safety and enhance the transportation system (trucking in particular).  This will be 
achieved through safely testing ACMV technologies so that the MTO can monitor 
industry and technology developments and evaluate ACMVs within the larger road user 
ecosystem in order to consider broader deployment. 

Two streams of testing are contemplated. Stream #1 applies (but is not restricted) to 
SAE Level 3 autonomy vehicles in which case a driver must be present in the driver’s 
seat and prepared to engage the vehicle as necessary. Stream #2 applies to driverless 
testing of vehicles under SAE Level 4 or 5 autonomy in which case an assistant, located
either within the vehicle or at a different location in Ontario, must be ready to provide 
oversight of the ACMV. 

The draft framework includes a host of conditions and limitations, including:

 Unless otherwise authorized by MTO, a driver must remain in the driver’s seat of 
the ACMV to oversee the automated driving systems and intervene as required, 
including taking full manual control of the vehicle. If a driver is present, they are 
responsible for the care and control of the vehicle at all times.

 If approved for driverless testing, the carrier is responsible for ensuring an 
assistant provides oversight of the vehicle. The assistant’s oversight must not 
include remote control of the vehicle for regular driving tasks.

https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=48853&attachmentId=62605
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=48853&language=en
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 ACMVs may engage in commercial activities during testing.
 The ACMV must operate exclusively on MTO-approved routes.
 To test an ACMV that does not meet all requirements of the federal MVSA, 

carriers must obtain an exemption from Transport Canada, the federal authority 
responsible for vehicle safety standards.

 The pilot participant must maintain a minimum of $10 million in public liability 
insurance coverage.

 Specified data must be recorded and retained for two years and made accessible
to the MTO upon request. 

 Collisions must be reported with 24 hours and other obligations arise particularly 
if the vehicle was in automated mode at the time of the collision. 

You will know when you see an ACMV since the framework requires that a yellow-
orange sign with black lettering stating “TEST VEHICLE. STAY BACK.” must be 
displayed on the front and rear of all ACMVs.

If you have any questions about the new ACMV project or questions related to 
connected and automated vehicles, please contact one of the lawyers in our 
Autonomous Vehicle Group at BLG.
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