
Overview

We are  BLG: Canada ’s Law Fi rm . Our cu l tu re  i s one  o f  vi g i l ance  and  cu ri osi ty,  Fi rm -wi de  co l l abo ra t i on , un fa i l i ng  m utua l  respect  and  ded i ca t i on .  We p ri de
ourse l ves on  havi ng  standou t  ta l en t  and  de l i ve ri ng  an excep t i ona l  cl i en t  experi ence .

Our p ro fessi ona l s have  nego t i a ted  g roundbreaki ng  dea l s,  successfu l l y se t t l ed  l andm ark cases and  pub l i shed  i nsi gh t fu l  a rt i cl es and  books.  Our M ed i a  Cen tre
h i gh l i gh ts som e o f  the i r work.

Our Firm

As the  l a rgest ,  t ru l y fu l l -se rvi ce  Canad i an  l aw f i rm , Borden  Ladner Gerva i s LLP (BLG) de l i ve rs p ract i ca l  l ega l  advi ce  fo r dom est i c and  i n te rna t i ona l  cl i en ts
across m ore  p ract i ces and  i ndustri es than  any Canad i an  f i rm . Wi th  ove r 800  l awyers,  i n te l l ectua l  p roperty agen ts and  o the r p ro fessi ona l s,  BLG se rves the
l ega l  needs o f  busi nesses and  i nst i tu t i ons across Canada  and  beyond .

Official law fi rm of Vancouver Whitecaps FC

As pa rt  o f  a  m u l t i -yea r pa rtne rsh i p  wi th  the  Caps,  BLG i s the  o ff i ci a l  l aw f i rm  and  j e rsey sl eeve  pa rtne r to  the  team . Read  m ore  he re.

750 legal professionals across Canada
With 750 lawyers, patent and trademark agents, notaries and paralegals, we assemble the

best team to deliver practical legal advice to domestic and international businesses and
organizations. Whatever your issue, our professionals work with you to assess your needs and

provide tailored business advice.

Canada’s first law firm
Our firm has a rich history that goes back to 1823. Building on our heritage and culture, we

seize opportunities and overcome challenges.

https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/about-us/news/2025/05/blg-is-official-law-firm-and-jersey-sleeve-partner-of-vancouver-whitecaps-f


Recognized law firm and professionals
Year after year, the most reputable national and international legal publications rank our firm

and our lawyers among the top legal professionals and law firms in Canada.

Expertise that’s wide and deep
From autonomous vehicles to cannabis, liability to privacy legislation, BLG has the expertise to

help your business navigate – and take advantage of – an ever-changing legal landscape at
home and around the world.

Clients of all sizes
Our clients are multi-national corporations with offices overseas, leading universities, major
health systems, national charities, and governments at all levels. But there’s also a special

place in our hearts for ambitious startups, especially those led by women, that we support with
innovative programs.

Balance between corporate law and disputes
resolution

Our skilled professionals advise clients on a broad range of matters, from corporate law to
disputes resolution. Our clients benefit from having the necessary expertise to answer all of

their legal issues within one firm.

Strong international portfolio
We offer a comprehensive range of strategic services on all aspects of international activities
and we have experience representing clients in many different locations across the globe. We

also have long-standing relationships with law firms that are leaders in their jurisdictions,
allowing us to provide a seamless client-centric approach.



Diversity that comes from the top
First major law firm in Canada to appoint a full-time director of diversity and inclusion. We’re

building a culture that embraces and encourages different experiences and viewpoints —
which ultimately leads to better outcomes for our clients.

Giving back feels great
BLG supports more than 200 organizations every year. Our pro bono legal work supports those

in our communities who need it most. Our very own national literacy program, BLG Reads to
Kids, has been running for 15 years and involves more than 300 of our employees.

Media Contact

Kate Gifford
416.350.6540 
KGifford@blg.com

Professional Expertise

The American College of Trial Lawyers

ailto:KGifford@blg.co


Founded  i n  1950 ,  the  Am eri can  Co l l ege  o f  T ri a l  Lawyers com pri ses the  best  o f  the  t ri a l  ba r f rom  the  Un i ted  Sta tes and  Canada .  Fe l l owsh i p  i n  the  Co l l ege  i s
by i nvi ta t i on  on l y to  experi enced  t ri a l  l awyers who  have  m aste red  the  a rt  o f  advocacy and  whose  p ro fessi ona l  ca ree rs have  been  m arked  by the  h i ghest
standards o f  e th i ca l  conduct ,  p ro fessi ona l i sm , ci vi l i ty and  co l l eg i a l i ty.  BLG i s cu rren t l y hom e to  10  fe l l ows:

T he  Hon . Lou i se  Arbour,  CC, GOQ

Randa l l  W. B l ock,  QC

T he  Hon . Edward  C.  Ch i asson

T he  Hon . T hom as A.  Crom we l l ,  CC

Frank R. Fo ran ,  QC

T he  Hon . Denn i s O’Connor,  OC, OOnt,  QC

Al ex K.  Pa te rson ,  OC, OQ, QC, Ad .  E .

M ath i eu  P i ché-M essi e r

Guy J.  Pra t te ,  Ad .  E

Jean  Sa i n t-Onge ,  Ad .  E .

The Chartered Insti tute of Arbitrators

T he  Charte red  Inst i tu te  o f  Arb i t ra to rs (CIArb .) i s a  l ead i ng  p ro fessi ona l  m em bersh i p  o rgan i za t i on  fo r ove r 13 ,000  a l te rna t i ve  d i spu te  p ract i t i one rs a round  the
worl d .  Fe l l owsh i p  i s g i ven  to  those  who  com p l e te  the  h i ghest  l eve l s o f  CIArb . ’s t ra i n i ng  p rog ram , o r m ee t equ i va l en t  standards,  and  dem onstra te  the  requ i red
l eve l  o f  experi ence .  BLG i s cu rren t l y hom e to  6  fe l l ows:

T he  Hon . Edward  C.  Ch i asson

Jacques S.  Darche ,  C.Arb

Si m on  Grégo i re

Davi d  M adsen ,  QC, FCIArb

Hugh  M e i ghen

Ph i l i ppe  Bo i sve rt

Our History

On M arch  1 ,  2000 ,  f i ve  reg i ona l  l aw f i rm s l eaders i n  the i r m arke t  m erged  to  crea te  the  na t i ona l  f i rm  o f  Borden  Ladner Gerva i s LLP (BLG).

Howard  M acki e
T he  Ca l ga ry f i rm  o f  Howard  M acki e  was founded  i n  1888  and  was one  o f  the  l a rgest  i n  Weste rn  Canada .  A t  the  t i m e  o f  the  m erger,  the  f i rm  em p l oyed  150
peop l e  i ncl ud i ng  66  p ro fessi ona l s.  Howard  M acki e  was cl ose l y associ a ted  wi th  Ca l ga ry’s em ergence  as an  i n te rna t i ona l  busi ness cen tre ,  and  was act i ve l y
i nvo l ved  i n  l oca l ,  na t i ona l ,  and  i n te rna t i ona l  co rpo ra te  t ransact i ons genera ted  by the  ci ty’s th ri vi ng  busi ness com m un i ty.

M cM aste r Gerva i s
T he  M on tréa l  f i rm  o f  M cM aste r Gerva i s was estab l i shed  i n  1823 .  A t  the  t i m e  o f  the  m erger,  M cM aste r Gerva i s was the  l ongest  estab l i shed  l aw f i rm  i n  Canada
em p l oyi ng  280  peop l e  i ncl ud i ng  110  p ro fessi ona l s.  T he  b i l i ngua l  f i rm  was a  resu l t  o f  a  1998  m erger o f  M cM aste r M e i ghen  and  M ackenzi e  Gerva i s.  I ts h i sto ry
i s i n te rwoven  wi th  the  i ndustri a l ,  m ari t i m e ,  f i nanci a l ,  and  econom i c deve l opm ent o f  M on tréa l  and  the  rest  o f  Canada .  M cM aste r Gerva i s’ l awyers were
i nstrum en ta l  du ri ng  the  fo rm at i on  o f  the  Canad i an  ra i l way system  and  i n  the  g rowth  o f  the  coun try’s m a j o r t ransporta t i on ,  f i nance ,  and  t rade  i ndustri es.

Sco t t  &  Ayl en
Sco t t  &  Ayl en ,  a  fu l l y b i l i ngua l  l aw f i rm  i n  Ottawa , was founded  i n  1952  and  a  busi ness associ a t i on  wi th  Borden  & E l l i o t  i n  1999 .  A t  the  t i m e  o f  the  m erger,
the  f i rm  em p l oyed  168  peop l e  i ncl ud i ng  62  p ro fessi ona l s.  T he  f i rm  p i oneered  a  m u l t i -d i sci p l i na ry pa rtne rsh i p  approach  wh i ch  b ri ngs l awyers,  pa ten t  agen ts,
and  t radem ark agen ts toge the r under one  roo f  to  p rovi de  a  fu l l  spectrum  o f  l ega l  and  i n te l l ectua l  p roperty se rvi ces to  Canad i an  and  i n te rna t i ona l  cl i en ts.

Borden  & E l l i o t
T he  Toron to  f i rm  o f  Borden  & E l l i o t  was founded  i n  1936  by l awyers Henry Borden  and  Beverl y V.  E l l i o t .  Over the  next  th ree  decades,  the  f i rm  experi enced
rap i d  expansi on  resu l t i ng  i n  m any nam e changes;  however,  the  f i rm  nam e was changed  back to  Borden  & E l l i o t  i n  1973 .  A t  the  t i m e  o f  the  m erger,  Bo rden  &
El l i o t  em p l oyed  668  peop l e  i ncl ud i ng  m ore  than  230  p ro fessi ona l s.  T he  f i rm  was one  o f  Canada ’s m ost  p rom i nen t  fu l l -se rvi ce  l aw o ff i ces wi th  one  o f  the
l a rgest  l i t i ga t i on  p ract i ces i n  the  coun try,  and  was a  l eader i n  a  num ber o f  speci a l i zed  p ract i ce  a reas.

Ladner Downs
T he  Vancouver f i rm  o f  Ladner Downs was founded  i n  1911 .  A t  the  t i m e  o f  the  m erger,  the  f i rm  em p l oyed  318  peop l e  i ncl ud i ng  110  p ro fessi ona l s.  Ladner
Downs was i nvo l ved  i n  t ransact i ons and  deve l opm ents i n  eve ry m a j o r secto r o f  B .C. ’s econom y i ncl ud i ng  fo restry,  m i n i ng ,  energy,  t ransporta t i on ,  techno l ogy,
m anu factu ri ng ,  and  com m erci a l  rea l  esta te .

https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/a/arbour-louis
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/b/block-randal
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/c/chiasson-edwar
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/c/cromwell-thoma
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/o/oconnor-denni
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/p/pratte-gu
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/c/chiasson-edwar
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/d/darche-jacque
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/g/grégoire-simo
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/m/madsen-davi
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/m/meighen-hug
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/b/boisvert-philipp


Firm Leadership

David Di Paolo

NATIONAL MANAGING PARTNER AND CEO

To ro n to

DDi Pa o l o @b l g .co m

4 1 6 .3 6 7 .6 1 0 8

Cynthia (Cindy) Clarke

REGIONAL MANAGING PARTNER, TORONTO

To ro n to

CCl a rke @b l g .co m

4 1 6 .3 6 7 .6 2 0 3

Melinda Park

REGIONAL MANAGING PARTNER, CALGARY

Ca l g a ry

M Pa rk@b l g .co m

4 0 3 .2 3 2 .9 7 9 5

Vincent Frenette

REGIONAL MANAGING PARTNER, MONTRÉAL

M o n t ré a l

VFre n e t te @b l g .co m

5 1 4 .9 5 4 .3 1 7 7

Steve M. Winder

REGIONAL MANAGING PARTNER, VANCOUVER

Va n co u ve r

SWi n d e r@b l g .co m

6 0 4 .6 4 0 .4 11 8

Larry Elliot

REGIONAL MANAGING PARTNER, OTTAWA

Ot ta wa

L E l l i o t@b l g .co m

6 1 3 .7 8 7 .3 5 3 7

https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/d/di-paolo-davi
ailto:DDiPaolo@blg.co
el:416.367.610
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/c/clarke-cind
ailto:CClarke@blg.co
el:416.367.620
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/p/park-melind
ailto:MPark@blg.co
el:403.232.979
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/f/frenette-vincen
ailto:VFrenette@blg.co
el:514.954.317
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/w/winder-stev
ailto:SWinder@blg.co
el:604.640.411
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/en/people/e/elliot-larr
ailto:LElliot@blg.co
el:613.787.353



